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l\\mch is being questxoncd

laffairs, his greatest service to the West was the un-
‘masmng of key Russian agents in Paris, London and

Stockholm

The three most important
espionage cases in the West in
the last five ycars were all
broken by counterintelligence
services on the basis of infor-
mation passed to. Britain and
the United States by Penkov-
sky. The cases involved:

Georges Paques, a senior
¥rench civil servant who
spicd foy (he Russians in the
Minisiry ‘of National Defense
and Jlater in NATO headquar-
tevs in Paris. He was caught
and scntenced (o life impris-
onment in July of 19G4.

Col. Stig Wennerstrora of
lhe Swedish army, who spied
for the Russians in the Swe-
dish Defense Ministry and
also while serving as Swedish
military atlache in Washing-
ton. He was caught and scn-

tenced to life imprisonment in

July, 1963, at about the same
time that$Penkovsky went on
trial in Moscow with his British
contact, Greville Wynne,
William J. C. Vassall, a sen-
ior clerk in the British Ad-
miralty, who had been reeruit-
ed by the Russians through
homosexual blackmail during

a tour of duty in Moscow. He

,was apprehended and sen-

itenced to eighteen years in}’

lpnson in September, 1962,
l Penkovsky did not “finger"

- e . .

17—Whatever the value of the spy’
papers of Col. Oleg Penkovsky, or even their yalidity,

|- In the case of the British
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these Russian agents directly.
But he did pass to the British
and American intelligence secrv-
ices imformation that enabled
them to trap the three sples.
A Penkovsky speciality was
sending the'identity numbers
on Western documents that
were reaching the Russians.|
The identity numbers were
sufficient to start the counter-
intelligence search for the
spies in the West who were
passing the documents to So-
viet intelligence,

Admiralty documents and the
Swedish  Defense  Ministry
documents, the work of isolat-
ing Vassall and Wennerstrom
went fairly rapidly- But the
apprchension ‘of Georges
Paques was more complicated
and took more time.

Partly this .was because
many hundreds of documents’
had to be sifted and checked.
Partly

INATO with a "cosmic top se-

| est security classification.
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Paques scrved from 1958 to!

11962 in the private office of

French Defense Minister.

came chief press officer at

cret” clearance, NATO's high-

Among the document identi-
{y numbers Penkovsky sent to
the West was one with a very
unusual and lmited classifi-
cation. It was a French NATO |
standing group document—in
other words, a French posi-
tion paper prepared for the
NATO military standing
group in Washington., When
the French checked on the
document, they discovered
.that it was the draft of a
French position that eventual-
ly was altered and renum-
‘bered before lt was actually

clienst documents oi .,
documents. with much wider
clrculatmn. it might have ta-
ken months to narrow the
search. But 'n the bricf prriod
of approximately thirty - six

Pierre Messmer. He later be “hours in which that particular

French standmg group doc-|
‘ument was in Paris for clear.’
ance, he tock it home, piolo.'
graphed it and rcturned it to:
its proper place next day. '

When the French identiiied.
the document on the basiz of
the number transmittcd from
|Mosco® to the British and
| Americans by Penkovshy,
they immedistely puot a 24
i hour tail on each of the <ix

who had si 'ncd for it-inciud
ing the Minister of Decfense.
In ahout ten days, Pagues was
seen in contact with a mem-
ber of the Soviet Embassy

staff ‘in ‘aris whom the
French knew fo be a KGB
agent,

His arresi followed swiftly,
and he confessed promptly.
At his trial, he testified in

| submilted to
i group.

The document,
had received very limited cir-)
culation. It had been prepared
in Washington by the French
clement on the standing
group and sent to Paris for
clearance at the Ministry of
Defense. Only six persons
‘signed for it at the Ministry
when it was discussed, altered

and sent back to Washington.
One of  these was Georees
Paques.

the st'\nding

thf'rcfore,1

French counterintelligence

fective, do not as a rule re-.
spond very swiftly to informa.,
tion provided from American
or British sources..

Paques-case came. s a result

it was because thej‘

services, which are highly efd‘l

Had Paques limitcd his ac-
tivities to general Minlstry Qf

e hiem =

In the end, the break in the

words reminiscent of some of
. the Penkov=ky papers that he
spied for lussia because he

tfeit that it would help pre-

scrve peace if the Russians
‘were fully informed of NATO

plans. . ., .
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